THE ISLE OF PURBECK IN PEN & INK

Roy Carr

The Isle of Purbeck is a fascinating part of Dorset which is a little paradise and a
delight to both local people and visitors.

This easy-to-read book is full of all the information needed to offer the reader,
or would-be explorer, a feel for an island full of beauty, history, archaeology,
architecture, mystery and legend.

As armchair reading, it is designed to inspire the wish to discover new places
or capture memories and in the field it is an essential companion for a walk. It is
especially useful as a guide to new visitors.

The book embraces the magnificent Jurassic Coast from its sandy beaches to
its cave-ridden limestone and chalk cliffs, broken only by sheltered caves. Inland,
the ridges, valleys and rolling heartland offer picturesque views and are a haven
for wildlife. Iconic, stone-built villages abound, most with accompanying
church and manor house, adding their own characteristics to the surrounding
countryside.

Many are depicted in over 300 meticulous illustrations and maps for which an
explanation is given in hand-written text.

The drawings were created from the author’s direct experience of countless
walks and thorough investigation of Purbeck over a number of years.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Roy Carr is a native of Lancashire but has lived in Dorset for over forty years. He has always
drawn and painted, studying at the Salford College of Art.

In 1959 he enlisted in the Royal Marines and served for twenty-five years during which he
was posted in the Mediterranean, Middle East, Singapore and the West Indies.

On retirement he ran a Commercial Art Studio for ten years before becoming a lecturer and
tutor in Art for Dorset County Council.

A keen walker, his favourite areas are Purbeck, Dartmoor and the Lake District.

He now serves as Chairman of the East Dorset Brave Art Society.
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Examples of double-page spreads.

Stﬁ/alaud Whon entering the lske of Purbeck vic the Sandbanks Ferry
you disembark ok South HovenPoink, the rorthernmest Lip of

Shell Bay ond the Studland peninsula.

= 7] For those intrepid walkers wikh enough
| dedication and stamira this is alsa bhe
| skarting pomt of the South West Coastal
| Path. This 630 mie long and arduous

route follows Lhe shoreline Errough

| Dorset, Devon and Cormall before ending
| ot Minghead i Somerset:

IF your Fancy is For o mave

{ leisurely lfestyle, just across

" the roads the famons Shell Cofé
Nat surprisingly, this Fine

by 7 establishment specialises in

S - e seofood and offers excelient

The Shell Café views acrass Poole Harbowr
ekl Caté

A few yords up the road, youwill
reach o set of toll gates, ol for
admission to the woy dhead, but s
bo pay for your Ferry crossing
To the right is an avea called
Eramble Bush Bay, bleok and
bordeved by mud flats, *
Here can be found traces of over seventy circles, mournds The Toll Gates
and standing stones, thought to dute From the Bronze or

Trom Age

The rocd continues bebween Studiand Heath and the lagoon known s Little Seo and
it is bwo wiles beFore you come o the First substantial building, the Knoll House Hobel

e Sunmounded by hectiland
x Jm—
S #@"" BT 5 ile audclifs, bogether

with 3wmiles of glorious
beathes, Studland has
givenrise boa wealth of
holiday accomodation
Thoughit does not eater
for caravens or camping,
theve cre cottages torent
and thvee very goodhotels

e i ‘n

Pleasantly sitecl ontie edae of the heath and close o the beach, twe Kuoll Howse Hotel
hos o igh veputation for its Friendly, Fumly orientated atmosphere. Witk local
strong associations with the authors H.6.Wells, Themas Hardy and Evid Blyton

T partiondavly Vike b deserigtion by one ueat whe said their atay wes like -

"o vetun to Neverland®

Situted justto the west of Swanage,
Langton Mobrovers owed its meceval
expansion to the stone brade endis the
larqest villoge on Purbeck associated

| with quorrying

| The mame Langort macning
long- farm deneribes it
perfectly,for L consiats
of one street nearlya
wile in length
Comstructed almost .k
entively of local stone,

Few of its buildings are older han Ehe
18th century.

ey fo i |

High Street (otéages

The addition of Matravers to the
vame of the village cawe from the
Maubravers family who be came
Lowrds of the Maror inkhe

13th ceutury. Ore of its members,
Sir Tohn Maubravers, wos mplicabed 2
in bhe gruesome murder of King
Edward T at Berkeley Castlein
September 1327

Blthough strongly
suapected, he was

wever Formally

accused. Arms of bhe Moubravers Family

Close bo the centve of the village, the Kings

Pemg'was named after George Tl who

popularized the Dorset Coast,

though he never visited Langton.

It was originally licensedin1742 as the
lasons Avws and vefurbished during

the 19th century when bhe porch was

added.

Neawby, ek the boktow of the High
Streat is Putlake Faarm Buill w Lhe
1Bt century, bhis cottoge and bamwere
| originally cutbuldings of bhe larger
Longtan Moner Fovm,across the voad
Now independant, it is

aworking form which has diversified inko on‘Advanture’ Centre
for childven. It offers a pet centre, go-korts,
Lrackor rides and o woze, whilst
the cottage ismow o

Lea-room and shop

Patloke
Farm

aret Green Animal Reseue Centre Exlablished in 1065 this sonctuary is the
oldast arimal welfee organisation in

Dorset. As aregistered charity, it velies

selely on donations from visitors,though

entry and porking are free

—_sall TheReception [entve is welcoming ond
™l of information, souvenirs, a gift

i shop and a bea room.

:
4

Reception and Shop
Set in picturesque scenery, the centre tokes
inevery kind cfanimal The scle aim of the staff
end voluntears is to rescue murbure and
hopefully vehouse tre creatures in their core
During ame visit lwos lncky encugh ko find a
Farrier busy akwork, o vare oppartunity to
ohserve an age old evafl naction

e 4 ) )
in Britain, and is known Hirouchout bhe world

e Below bhe s of b5 Fomous rbress, Corfe Caskie
ICorfe Castle thlagej incescribact s one of Hoemast becadFalvilages
. gty s

% Iks charm and varied pest snsure o constant
{ Flow of tourists, writers and historiass whilsk
| arkists and photographers find inspiration

b whevever Ehey lock

§ The site cFthe village hos been occupied for

thousonds of years, a fact bore out bya line
oFeight Brawze Age burial mounds which are
sited on the common, bagether with braces
of Celbic field systems. The fackings of «

J Roman ville were clso discovered in he area

Entrance bo theViilage

From Ehe 12tk century, Corfe built
a reputation os bhe centre of
stoneworking on Purbeck, the
raw maberials being dreqged
an korse- drasn sleds From the

local quarries. The village is
built almast antirely of Hhis
warm, grey stowe, ibs buildings
lining Eaist and West Streets
which weet af the tiny inclined
Market Scyuare by the castle
entrance

E The nartharn suove of Purbeck  apasing on
to Poole Harbour, corsists of o huge heabh-
covered peninsula. Al its centre,on a low
hill, is the tiny hamlet of A survouncled
by some of the few Fields to be Found in
the pawish

Originally belanging to tee Abbey of
Shafkesbury, tie name cones From the
Saxon words Gesne’ or Gern’ which
weaws house’ or Secre place’

A comman sight on the peninsula especiolly in the
early morving and evenigs, is scores of Roe Deer.
They are very used ta human contact ond, wibh care,
are very approachable.

1Flucky, you mey apok the vaver GikeDeer which, having o
beew mtvoduced [0 Brownsea Island in 1896, have i

wigrated to Arme. Roe Deer
Besides its wildlife and natuval beauty, Avne is also famous

as bie home of the firsk on-shore oil drilling development based al Wykch Favm.

R5PB mformetion Centre

Arve s o NobuveReserve ond, om bhe approach to bhe villageis o
car park and lnformation Centre run by tke RSPB. The reserve
2 covers some 12,000 acves aeross
Dartford AR which is anebwork of paths
Warbler , which take you over heathland, Larough
1 oods and to the coastal areas
N— V¥ There is  lockout pont on o large mound
¥ which offevs wonderful views over the harbour
anel Purbeck countryside. Birdlife is abundant
and you can observe breeds such as bhe Linnet,
Vellow Hammer, Hawks andl the rare Daréford Warbler.
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